The Lesson Of Nadab And Abihu
By Ron Boatwright
[bookmark: _GoBack]     God has chosen to give us some valuable lessons from the Old Testament.  "For whatever things were written before were written for our learning" (Romans 15:4).  Nadab and Abihu were priests in the tabernacle of God under the Old Testament.  One of their duties was to burn incense in the tabernacle at 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM each day.  "Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which he had not commanded them.  So fire went out from the Lord and devoured them, and they died before the Lord" (Leviticus 10:1-2).  The KJV says "strange fire".  It was "profane" or "strange fire" because that fire was not authorized.
     Nadab and Abihu were told in offering the incense they were to "take a censer full of burning coals of fire from the altar" (Leviticus 16:12).  Apparently they chose to ignore the Lord’s instructions and do as they saw fit and get the fire elsewhere.  Because their sin was doing that which the Lord "had not commanded them", they were struck dead for doing so.  Doing that which the Lord "had not commanded" is prohibitive.
     If the Lord struck people dead today who are bent on pleasing themselves and not God by engaging in unauthorized religious practices the way He struck Nadab and Abihu, the world population might not be as large as it is.  "Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition" (1 Corinthians 10:11).  We will all be held accountable (Romans 14:12).  The warning we receive from the example of Nadab and Abihu is the Lord severely punishes those who act in the absence of His authorization.
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